
Predictions: Make a prediction of 
w

hat you w
ill be reading about. 

___________________
___________________

W
hatis the genre of this story?

___________________
P

r
o

v
e

it:

___________________
___________________

W
hat connection can you make w

ith 
this story? [Text, Self, W

orld]

___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________

Pen
guin

s
Read the Story 2 times and mark any important information in your reading.

Penguins are unique anim
als. There are 17 species of penguins. They are aquatic, flightless

birds
living throughout the w

orld although m
ost of them

 are found in the Southern 
Hem

isphere and especially in Antarctica. Most penguins can be found in these countries: New
 

Zealand, Australia, C
hile, Argentina, and South Africa. Penguins spend about 

half their tim
e in 

w
ater and the other half on land. 

They do not have w
ings like other birds. Penguins have flippers that they use to sw

im
. Their 

black and w
hite color serves as cam

ouflage as they sw
im

 under w
ater. The

w
hite reflects 

and the black cannot be seen by predators. Em
peror Penguins are the tallest species, 

standing nearly 4 feet tall. The sm
allest is the Little Blue Penguin, w

hich is only about 16 
inches.

Most penguins feed on
krill,fish,squid

and other form
s ofsea life that they catch w

hile 
sw

im
m

ing underw
ater.

Penguin parents care for their young for several m
onths until the chicks are strong enough to 

hunt for food on their ow
n. These creatures are unique and fun to observe and learn about.

Answ
er the follow

ing questions. Make sure to use evidence from the text to support your answ
er.

1. W
hat does the w

ord flightless in paragraph #1 m
ean?

__________________________________________________
2. W

hat is the m
ain idea of this story? 

__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
3. W

hy did the author w
rite this story? 

__________________________________________________
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