
Ja
ck a

n
d The Bea

n
sta

lk [Reto
ld by J. O

rtiz]
Read the Story 2 times and mark any important information in your reading.

O
nce upon a tim

e a young boy nam
ed Jack w

as living w
ith his m

other on a farm
. A dairy cow

w
as their only 

source of incom
e. How

ever, the cow
 stopped producing m

ilk and the m
om

 sent Jack to sell it at the m
arket. 

O
n the w

ay, Jack m
et an old m

an w
ho offered to trade him

 "m
agic

beans" in exchange for the cow
. Jack took 

the trade. W
hen he arrived hom

e w
ithout any m

oney, his m
other w

as furious, and threw
 the beans on the 

ground.

At night the m
agic beans began to grow

 into a giant beanstalk. W
hen Jack w

oke up, he noticed it and decided 
to clim

b the beanstalk high into the sky. Jack encountered
an enorm

ous castle and found gold and other riches. 
He also discovered a giant ow

ned the castle. He knew
 that if he could get the gold his m

other w
ould be happy. 

Jack stole a bag of gold from
 the giant as he slept.  But after Jack had returned hom

e to his m
other w

ith the 
gold, he becam

e greedy.  He decided he w
anted to steal the goose that lays the golden eggs and the m

agic 
harp that plays by itself. He did all this w

hile the giant slept. How
ever, as he w

as stealing the harp the giant 
w

oke up and yelled, “Fee-Fi-Fo-Fum
, I sm

ell the blood of an Englishm
an. Be he alive or be he dead. I’ll grind his 

bones to m
ake m

y bread.” The giant chased after Jack.

Jack hurried dow
n the beanstalk and yelled to his m

other for an ax to cut dow
n the beanstalk. He cut it dow

n 
causing the giant to fall to his death. Jack and his m

other w
ere safe from

 the giant. They kept all the riches 
and lived happily ever after. 

Answ
er the follow

ing questions. Make sure to use evidence from the text to support your answ
er.

1. W
hat does the w

ord encountered
in paragraph #2 m

ean?

__________________________________________________
2. W

hat is the m
ain idea of this story? 

__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
3. W

hy did the author w
rite this story? 

__________________________________________________
©
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Predictions: Make a prediction of 
w

hat you w
ill be reading about. 

___________________
___________________

W
hatis the genre of this story?

___________________
P

r
o

v
e

it:

___________________
___________________

W
hat connection can you make w

ith 
this story? [Text, Self, W

orld]

___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
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