
The Rain
fo

rest
Read the Story 2 times and mark any important information in your reading.

Rainforest ecosystem
s are located near the equator. The w

eather in a rainforest is w
arm

 and 
hum

id all year long; it rains m
ore than any other area. Rainforests produce a m

ajority of 
Earth’s oxygen supply.

Rainforests are know
n for having m

any living things. There are thousands of different species 
of anim

als and plants. C
reatures thrive

in the clim
ates of the rainforest. The rainforest includes 

a variety of anim
als: m

onkeys, tree frogs, jaguars, different species of birds, and an abundance 
of a variety of insects. 

There are three layers of the rainforest. The top layer is the canopy of the rainforest. This layer 
has m

ature trees and branches. The canopy blocks m
uch of the sun. The next layer is called the 

understory. This layer includes bushes and grow
ing trees. It is hom

e to m
any different birds, 

reptiles and sm
all anim

als. The last layer is the forest floor. This layer includes 
shrubs, vines, 

leaf clutter, and is hom
e to insects and other anim

als including large predators. 

Rainforests are im
portant to our earth because they produce oxygen and are the hom

es to 
m

any plants and anim
als.

Answ
er the follow

ing questions. Make sure to use evidence from the text to support your answ
er.

1. W
hat does the w

ord thrive
in paragraph #2 m

ean?

__________________________________________________
2. W

hat is the m
ain idea of this story? 

__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
3. W

hy did the author w
rite this story? 

__________________________________________________
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Predictions: Make a prediction of 
w

hat you w
ill be reading about. 

___________________
___________________

W
hatis the genre of this story?

___________________
P

r
o

v
e

it:

___________________
___________________

W
hat connection can you make w

ith 
this story? [Text, Self, W

orld]

___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
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